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INTRODUCTION. 



In the third week of September, 
Europe was startled by the publicatioii of 
what purported to be extracts from the 
private Diary of the Emperor Frederick of 
Germany, written whilst he was yet Crowii 
Prince, during the stirring times of the 
Franco-German War. The first impression 
was one of incredulity as to the authenticity 
of the document. But from the candid 
mind all incredulity vanished on studying 
the work. It bore on every page the im- 
press of the hand of the dead Emperor. 

Authenticity admitted, or at least 
credited, the Diary was elevated into the 
position of one of the most interesting and 
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valuable documents ever given to the world. 
It was not only that here was written, with 
the full freedom of self-communion, Com- 
ments on mighty events in which the diarist 
had been a partaker, and in which he had 
the keenest personal interest. The infer- 
matiou conveyed was in many points not 
only startling in its novelty — ^as, for ex- 
ample, the disclosure of the overtures hos- 
tile to England made by the captive French 
Emperor — ^but ran counter to commonly 
accepted views of history, as in the passages 
which represent the Crown Prince as the 
chief agent in the movement for United 
Germany, with the Emperor apathetic, and 
Bismarck sceptical. 

For certain reasons the sensation created 
by the publication of the Diary was more 
extended in England and France than 
in Germany. The Deutsche JRundschaUy in 
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which the contribution originally appeared, 
is a high-priced, steady-going monthly 
magazine, with a limited circulation. The 
proprietors, justly appraising the value of 
this attraction for their October number, 
availed themselves to the fullest extent of 
the German copyright laws in forbidding 
extended quotations in the daily press. 
The Paris papers, on the other hand, made 
lejigthy though judicious selections from the 
article, which was translated and printed 
almost verbatim in the London press, and 
became for a time the sole topic of conver- 
sation, not only in political circles, but in 
the wider range which had, ever since his 
visit to London in the Jubilee train, taken 
a personal interest in the Crown Prince. 

After a few days there appeared a brusque 
though cautiously worded dementi issued in 
the name of Prince Bismarck. The official 
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press were inspired to enlarge upon this 
refutation, though care was taken not 
to cross the sharply defined border line 
of unqualified contradiction. Then came 
Prince Bismarck's counterblast, dated 
witiun a few days of ihe appearance of the 
Diary in the Deutsche Rundschau* This 
document is not less remarkable than the 
work on which it animadyerts, and com- 
pletes the historical value of the fragment. 

The publication of the alleged Diary in a 
country where the press is curbed so tightly 
as it is in Germany, added to the mystery 
which surrounded its appearance. It is a 
familiar practice in Prince Bismarck's policy 
occasionally to use the press as a conve- 
nient medium for the timely disclosure of 
State secrets. Thus the projet de traitSj with 
which Benedetti's name will ever be asso- 
ciated, was given to the world. But it 
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was clear from a study of the Diary that 
Bismarck would be the last man to be instru- 
mental in offering it for public consideration. 
In his report to the Emperor, soliciting 
authority to direct the Public Prosecutor to 
take criminal action against the Deutsche 
BundschaUj the Prince angrily denounces 

« 

"this anonymous publication^' as "accom- 
plished in the interest of revolution and 
domestic discord, and primarily directed 
against the Emperor Frederick." If for the 
"Emperor Frederick '^ were substituted the 
words "the Chancellor of the Empire,^' it 
would be more in accordance with the im^^ 
pression conveyed to the average reader. 

Incidentally, but not the less eflfectively, 
the whole drift of the Diary runs in the 
direction of minimising the share taken by 
Bismarck in the triumphant establishment of 
the German Empire, It is the Crown 
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Prince, not Bismarck, that is ever pressing 
this matter forward. On the 14th of 
November, 1870, Sedan having been fought, 
the French Emperor a prisoner, Metz capi- 
tulated, Paris beleaguered by the German 
hosts, and the head- quarters of the King of 
Prussia at VersailleSj the Crown Prince once 
more "holds conversation with Bismarck 
about the German question." But Bismarck 
shrugs his shoulders, talks of difficulties, 
and finally threatens resignation if the 
matter is pursued. The Crown Prince sticks 
to his point, and in course of time brings 
round not only the Chancellor, but the King, 
apparently by no means anxious to be hailed 
Eaiser. 

This is the great secret of the Diary, 
and tells to the discomfiture of Bismarck. 
But here and there are little touches 
which do not show the great Chancellor 
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in his most favourable light. On the 15th 
of July, Paris is en fete. Ollivier has an- 
nounced in the Legislative body that France 
has declared war. The boulevards are 
crowded with hilarious throngs, singing the 
Marseillaise and shouting "J. Berlin V^ 
On the same day the King of Prussia 
arrives at Berlin from his rqtreat at tims, 
where he had flouted the French Minister, 
and is received by a tremendous crowd who 
respond to the shouts from Paris by singing 
"The Watch on the Khino."- Bismarck, 
as the Diary tells, rode out with the Crown 
Prince to meet the King at Brandenburg. 



"On the way thither he explained with 
great clearness and a seriousness worthy of 
the occasion, free from all- the little, jokez 
v)Mch he is otherwise fond of his views 
on the state of our relations with France, 
enabling mo now to perceive that any 
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yielding on our part for the sake of peace 
is already impossible." 

Even at this early stage of the great 
quarrel it is the Crown Prince who is ihe 
moving spirit, though this time in unity 
with Bismarck, who urges immediate mobi- 
lisation. The King hesitated to take this 
final step. Here Bismarck, filling up a 
detail in the story which he denounces as 
an invention, comes in with graphic cor- 
roboration, telling how the King being 
slowly convinced, the Crown Prince "put 
an end to all further wavering " by saluting 
the waiting throng of officers with the glad 
cry " Krieg, Mobil ! " 

Another glimpse of Bismarck in his un- 
dignified mood is found under date March 
3rd : " Bismarck very severe to Eothschild, 
who addressed him first ia French.'^ A 
terrible crime, to be committed in the pre- 
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sence of the Chancellor of the resuscitated 
German Empire, who had just received th^ 
capitulation of Paris ! 

Once there is between the Crown Prince 
and the great German statesman a scene 
even more angry than that wherein they fell 
out about hastening the birth of the new 
German Empire.. It will be found under 
date 25th of February, 1871. Thiers had 
sought an interview with the Emperor, and 
the foundation of peace was laid. 



*'0n the next day," writes the Crown 
Prince, "when I arrived to transact busi* 
ness as usual, the Emperor asked me at once 
what I thought of the incredible result of 
yesterday's negotiations, which had lasted 
into the night. As I looked at him in 
utter astonishment, for, as usual, no- 
body had thought proper to inform me 
of anything, he refused at first to believe 
me.'^ 
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The Cro\\Ti rrince lost no time in tackling 
Bismarck, who "excuses himself on the 
gronnd of the lateness of the hour and the 
complete exhaustion of his subordinates.'' 

Once more Prince Bismarck, in his angry 
refutation of the Diary, confirms it on 
this important point. 



"It is true," he writes, " that his Majesty, 
the then Crown Prince, in 1870 stood outside 
the sphere of political negotiations, and was 
therefore liable to be incompletely or inac- 
curately informed about many incidents. I 
did not possess the permission of the King to 
tjilk with his Eoyal Highness on esoteric ques- 
tions of our policy. His Majesty dreaded 
on the one hand the indiscreet revelations 
which might thus be made to the English 
Court, full of French sympathies ; and, on 
the other, was apprehensive lest detriment 
might accrue to our relations with our Ger- 
man aUies by reason of the far-reaching 
aims and the violence of the meaiS 
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which were reoommeiided to his Royal 
Highness by political counsellors of doubt- 
ful ability. Thus the Crown Prince stood 
without the sphere of all business negotia- 
tions.'^ 

These passages, and many others, disposed 
of the early suspicion that the adroit dis- 
closer of the Benedetti Treaty, who has since 
on many occasions made use of the columns 
of the Times to serve his private ends, 
had something to do with the publication 
of the Diary. For a moment public opinion 
in Germany followed its accustomed bent of 
attributing to the Empress Yictoria any- 
thing that bore resemblance to an anti- 
German action. But this suggestion did 
not rise beyond a whisper, and Prince 
Bismarck, who doubtless from the first had 
his own suspicions, put an end to conjecture 
by ordering the arrest of Dr. Geffken, a 
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well-known diplomatist and literary man 
resident at Hamburg, When his name was 
first mentioned in connection with the 
publication, Dr. Geffken was in Heligoland, 
out of harm's way. But promptly with- 
drawing from the protection of the British 
flag, he returned to Hamburg, and was 
immediately arrested and cast into prison 
without the privilege of bail. 

The examination of Dr. Geffken, and the 
evidence that will be forthcoming at the 
trial, will doubtless shed fresh light upon the 
domestic relations of the Imperial Family, 
and the history of the war with France. In 
the meantime it may be stated that Dr. 
Geffken had every opportunity of perform- 
ing the historical service for which he is 
indicted. 

Thirty years ago he was resident in 
London, filling the ministerial post of Envoy 
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of the Free City of Hamburg. Since he 
retired from diplomacy he has taken largely 
to literature, and the very number of the 
Deutsche Rundschau which contains the 
Diary includes an article by him on the 
question of the Keform of the House of 
Lords. Dr. Geffken was a very old friend 
of the Crown Prince. They were students 
together at the University of Bonn, the 
acquaintance being renewed when the Crown 
Prince visited London and found his old 
schoolmate in the Diplomatic service. 
Thenceforward, to the date of the Emperor 
Frederick's death, the two were in constant 
correspondence. 

By whomsoever the Diary may have 
been brought to light, its value to the 
reader of to-day and to the historian of the 
future will remain incalculable. It throws 
a clear light on some dark places of a 
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momentous epoch, and it confirms the im- 
pression that the early death of the Emperor 
Frederick removed from amongst the 
crowned rulers of Europe a man of rare 
simplicity of character, whose first and 

paramount thought ever was how he might 
best discharge the high duties to the fulfil- 
ment of which he had by chance of birth 
been called. 

Henry W. Lucy. 

London, October, 3r(f, 1888. 
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July 3, 1866. — It had been a 

Bailie of • • -i mi •• t 

Kimig- Very rainy night. The orders I 
'"^'^- had sent out to the various corps by 
break of day enjoined them to march about 
half -past 8. At this hour I joined the bulk 
{gros) of the Guards Corps, and accompanied 
them on their exceedingly arduous march 
along the steep banks of the Elbe and hills 
behind. The state of the roads was a fright- 
ful hindrance to the advance of all arms, and 
rendered their progress most difficult. I 
could scarcely bring myself to think of tho 
possibility of any engagement on a large 
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scale, not beKeving that the Austriaiis 
would accept battle with their backs to the 
Elbe. 

Ever aad anon, however, we heard far-off 
cannon-shots, and at last we reached the 
most elevated point of onr march, in the 
region where we had reconnoitred the day 
before. Then it became clear that a 
considerable artiUery fight was in progress, 
it being possible to detect the separate 
cannon-shots and to distinguish the enemy^s 
position from ours. Up on the sodden soil 
of the plateau our march was terribly 
difficult. 

Then came the intelligence that Lieu- 
tenant- General von Fransecky, with his 7 th 
Division, was abutting on our right flank, 
who sent word that he was hard beset, and 
begged for artillery reinforcements. 

From the village of ZizeloTCS the van of 



The AustrO'German War, j866. 23 

the Guards Corps moved forward in the 
direction of Masloved, and in about three- 
quarters of an hour later its battery opened 
fire from a position on this side of the place. 
It seemed as if the fire on our right flank 
began to grow more lively, but also that the 
forward movements on our side were going 
on. 

About a couple of miles right in front of 
us, on the heights above the village of 
Horenoves, stood (what seemed to be) a 
solitary and colossal tree, which I signified 
to the Corps would be our main objective, 
for here the foe appeared to have planted 
guns with considerable effect, the position 
curving out towards the First Army. Anon 
its fire would subside, but then grow more 
intense. • » . Slowly followed the bulk 
of the Guards Corps, especially its 2nd 
Division — ^f or all the troops marched by one 
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road instead of in several columns, in order 
to save time and space. Slowly advanced 
the vanguard, but yet it decidedly gained 
ground, while the artillery fire on our right 
flank receded ever further. Once the bat- 
tery by the big tree pounded violently, and 
then all firing ceased, which made us con- 
clude that the enemy must now be. feeling us 
on his left flank. 

On reaching the plateau, and especially 
when halting at Zizeloves, I perceived that 
what I had to do was to fasten on the foe's 
right flank and roll him up here. This I 
cried out to the separate columns as they 
defiled past me, and many a tart and pithy 
response from the ranks showed that I had 
been understood. 

Towards 1 o'clock it, opp^ared that 
General von Nuntius with a portion of the 
6th Corps must have caught the rear of 
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the enemy's right flank, for on moving 
further on in the direction of the tall 
(solitary) tree I could see nothing of this 
corps, and yet I heard firing on the left 
flank. The ground was in a frightful state, 
preventing all quick movement, and even 
pulling the very horses' shoes oflP. Nowhere 
could a favourable point of view be obtained, 
and the damp, rainy air deceived us so 
much in judging distances that the big tree 
seemed as if it never would let us reach it. 

The wounded now began to be carried 
past ; the dead were lying about ; several 
villages on our right were all ablaze, but 
cannon continued to thunder there all the 
same. Often and often did we look back 
for the coming of the 1st Army Corps, which 
had a march of about ten miles to do, but 
ought, we thought, to reach the scene of 
action by 2 o'clock. Major von der Burg 
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had fallen in with it; but only brought 
word back that General ron Hartmann, with 
the Cavalry Division, was standing behind 
the corps, and could not budge an inch on 
account of the columns. At last the heads 
of the infantry columns came up, and thus 
my army was all together. 

General von Steiametz, whom I directed 
to follow with his 5tii Corps as a reserve, 
had orders to join the 6th Corps, whose 
infantry and cavalry columnB I encountered, 
and they greeted me with lively cheers 
when, alluding to the seriousness of the 

* 

work before us, I told him that our King 

himself was present, and commanded the 

* 

army. 

As soon -as we had perceived the 
heavy artillery fire. General Blumen- 
thai remarked to me, "That is the 
decisive battle, 'V and with the kpse of 
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each quarter of an hour this became 
0,11 the more plain to us. The action of iny 
army had made the enemy give way on his 
right flank, and furnished the 1st Army 
with an opportunity of assuming the 
offensiye. Ever since we reached the battle 
field the advance had been resumed, after a 
rumour had been current that shortly before 
our arrival the order to retreat had been 
given, as an engagement with the 1st Army 
had been making no progress for hours. 

When at last we did reach the famous 
tree — which we found to consist of two 
colossal lindens flanking a gigantic crucifix 
— ^some further heights in front of us again 
prevented ns from taking a survey of the 
battle that was raging in front. Just when 
we were standing near two battalions of the 
Queen Elizabeth Grenadier Begiment of the 
Guards^ sotae routed Austrian cavalry came 
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galloping towards us, and were shot down 
one after the other by a section (of infantry) 
posted a good way off, so that the horses 
raced about riderless. Seeing this from a 
distance, some hussars of the guard galloped 
up and captured the horses, and after this 
a considerably stronger body of cavalry 
began to bear down upon us. Impossible to 
tell from their white tunics whether they 
were cuirassiers or di'agoons, I was going 
to ride inside one of our battalions in case 
they formed square; but this was not 
necessary, for here again our needle-guns 
were plied with destructive effect, and 
secured us from danger. 

Arrived on the heights of Masloved, where 
dead Austrians of all arms lay stretched be- 
side the severely wounded, word came to me 
that Colonel von Obernitz was lying at a 
farm hard by with a wound in the head. 
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I at once repaired to him, and found that — 
as good luck would have it — ^his head had 
only been grazed by a bullet; but near 
him lay Lieutenant von Strantz, of the 1st 
Foot Guards, with several fingers of his 
right hand shot away. In the farmyard 
wounded men belonging to us and the 
Austrians were lying in heaps, but stay we 
noither could nor durst, having to fix all 
our thoughts on the foe. Obsmitz thought 
he was in danger of beiig captured by the 
enemy. 

Several shells burst near us. It must bo 
admitted that the Austrian artillery aimed 
well, their shells almost always hitting the 
same spot where they first struck. 

About a mile from us, on the extreme 
height, lay the village of Chlum, where 
independent musketry fire, cheers, and 
volley-firing alternated, which made it clear 
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to us that the battle there must be of an 
exceedingly bitter nature. The Guards 
were ^igaged there, and although not yet 
informed of the fact, I could not but assume 
that the 2d Division of the Guards had 
already come round by Masloved. But at 
this moment the vanguard of the other 
Army Corps, consisting of my East Prus- 
sian Grenadier Eegiment and the 5th East 
Prussian Eegiment No. 41, came up in time 
to help the Guards at Chlum ; and it was 
high time, too, for the Guards had a hard 
time of it. I sent Eulenburg to the van- 
guard to indicate to them the exact direc* 
tion of their advance. 

Lieutenant- General von Boy en came 
galloping up from His Majesty at Sadowa^ 
having made a round-about ride of more 
than two miles, to impress upon me the 
necessity of keeping a hold of Chluin, of 
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which, as it seemed to me, we no longer had 
possession, and just arrived in time to 
witness our final conquest of this village. 
At the same time, also, came Major von 
GrSvenitZjOf the 8th Hussars, Adjutant of the 
1st Army Corps, with word that Chlum was 
occupied by the van of the 1st Corps. . . 
But now the bulk of the 1st Corps had at 
last come up; their long march in such 
weather and many other impediments having 
prevented them from advancing so straight 
on Chlum as they had been directed to dp. 

To the 1st Corps I now rode up myself, 
and gave the flanking battalion the direc- 
tion to advance, and, while shells were 
falling thick close by, welcomed the troops 
of our East Prussian Province —an elevat- 
ing moment ! 

Prom here I rode past a freshly-con- 
structed Austrian gun-pit (near it being 
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two Prussian 4-poiinders, which had been 
abandoned), up the steep heights of Chlum, 
whence, standing beside a battery still in 
action, in the midst of men belonging to my 
East Prussian Eegiment, I could survey the 
whole battlefield, extending over a line of 
more than a dozen miles, and perceive with 
certainty that the victory was ours, and the 
enemy in full retreat. 

Such moments must be experienced ; it is 
impossible to describe them ! Ardent prayers 
of gratitude ascended — I might almost say 
were sighed forth — ^to God ; then one was 
compelled to absorb oneself again in the 
situation, to look about everywhere, to con- 
centrate one's attention, so that one could 
scarcely examine the field, strewn as it was 
with the dead and wounded, where old ac- 
quaintances lay stretched who had been seen 
but a short time before marching joyously to 
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battle. At our feet the battle was raging 
round Eosberitz, but it had already de- 
veloped most distinctly into a rear-guard 
fight, in which Boyen was still actively en- 
gaged with the 6th Army Corps on my left 
flank, which lay nearest Kbniggratz; the 
guns of the fort also began to come into action. 

The sky began to clear up and rays of 
sunshine were falling on the bloody scene of 
contest. Just as the news of the heroic 
death of Lieutenant- General von Hiller and 
his second aide-de-camp, the promising Lieu- 
tenant Theissen, of the 4th Foot Guards, 
was reported to me, and a feeling of pain at 
so many losses began to come over me, I 
heard the sound of cheering. This made us 
think the King was coming, ■ but it was 
only Fritz Karl (Frederick Charles). 

"We waved our caps to one another from 
afar, and then fell into one another's aims 



34 The Emperor^ s Diary. 

amid the cheering of the troops of my 
extreme right and his extreme left wing, 
with whom I led an enthusiastic cheer for 
our King, Such greetings as these must 
also be personally experienced; two years 
ago I embraced him as victor before Duppel ; 
to-day we were both victors, for after the 
stubboin stand of his troops I had decided 
the day with my army. 

My thoughts wei:e now with my wife, 
toy children, my mother and sister. The 
thought of our little son Sigismund, who 
has gone to his rest, came into my mind, as 
£f his death had been destined to be the 
precursor of a great event in my life; But 
victories do not compensate for the loss 
df a child ; indeed, piercing grief only 
makes itself all the more terribly felt 
under the influence of such powerful im- 
pressions; 
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But I was obliged to remember that there 
was here no time to give way to feelings oi 
any kind; that, on the contrary, all our 
thoughts must be solely directed towards the 
beaten enemy, and to the proper use to ts 
made of the victory won. I therefore drew 
the attention of my aides-de*camp to th^ 
prime necessity of immediately pursuing tbid 
Austrians, and despatched Jasinund to 
Steinmetz with orders to undertake the 
pursuit of the enemy at once. I likewise 
ordered the 2d Hussars, wUch had jusi 
arrived on the heights of Chlum, ta join in 
the pursuit, and had this command repeated 
to General von Hartmann by Captain Count 
Eodern and also by Major-General von 
Borstell. 

The artillery engagement still continued, 

but became more distant, and a slight pause 

how took place during which we collected 

2 
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intelligence and were also able to collect 
the dead and wounded. Prince Anton of 
HohenzoUem was badly bit. Count Dohna, 
of the East Prussian Jager Battalion, lay 
shot through the breast, a short distance 
from Theissen's body, whose scarf and chain 
we took from his neck to send to his rela- 
tives. Dohna was still able to send his 
father a greeting through me and to tell me 
that after a tremendous salvo from Austrian 
Jagers only two officers of the entire batta- 
lion remained unscathed. Lieutenant von 
Pape, of the 2d Foot Guards, was carried 
by, hit by three balls. I had known him 
from a child, and embraced him in the name 
of his father, at the same time Lieutenant 
Lorius, of the 2d Foot guards, informing 
me that he had captured a gun. 

Never shall I forget the serious expres- 
sion on Kessel's countenance when we met 
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as he was reforming the 1st Foot Guards 
at Chlum. From him I learnt the first 
exact details of the fight. To the right 
of us the 7th Division, but particularly the 
Magdeburg Eegiments Nos. 26 and 27, 
must have had a frightfully hard time of 
it. Around us lay or hobbled about so 
many of the well-known figures of the 
Potsdam and Berlin garrisons. Every 
one had something to tell. A shocking 
appearance was presented by those who 
were using their rifles as crutches or were 
being led up the heights by some of their 
unwounded comrades. The most horrible 
spectacle, however, was that of an Austrian 
battery of which all the men and horses 
had been shot down. Thus the most varied 
impressions succeeded one another from 
moment to moment. 

A Boyal command now came that 
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General von Herwarth was to pursue the 
enemy with the 7th Army Corps, while all 
the other troops were to bivouac on the 
field. 

, After coming quite unexpectedly across 
the Grand Duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin 
near Chlum, of whose presence with the 
army I was quite unaware, I rode through 
the villages in order to gather further in- 
formation and to find the King. I spoke 
for some time with the men of the 27th 
Foot. They said as with one voice: — 
<^ That you were expected to arrive to-day 
we all knew ; we had a hard struggle in the 
wood of' Sadowa, until all at once word went 
round^ * There he. comes, there he comes.' 
Then all was right again; but it was high 
time for you to come." This simple way 
of putting it made a deep impression on 
me* 
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In Eosberitz, where the fight must have 
been frightfully bitter, to judge from the 
masses of dead and wounded, and where 
farmhouses were still burning, I found 
Prince Anton of Hohenzollem, who had 
been hit in the legs by three balls. He was 
positively beaming, and at the same time 
touchingly naive in his disregard for .his 
wounds ; he wished me luck, said that he 
had been with his men in the hottest of the 
fire, had ordered " schnell feuer," had then 
been wounded and already been made 
prisoner, his sword being taken from him 
notwithstanding his wounds, when our 
advance again set him free. He lay in a 
peasant's cottage among dying Austrians, 
but was immediately carried away in an 
ambulance wagon. 

It is a shocking thing to ride oyer a 
battle field, and it is impossible to describe 
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the hideous mutilations which present them- 
selves. War is really something frightful, 
and those who create it with a stroke of the 
pen, sitting at a green cloth table, little 
dream what horrors they are conjuring up. 

Immediately afterwards I met wounded of 
the 51 st infantry regiment, including Captain 
llicbe, of the 11th foot, formerly my subor- 
dinate, who was shot in the foot. A severely 
woimded grenadier of the 2d Guards, called 
out to me, " Ach^ lieber Herr Kronprinz^ do 
have mc carried away ! " Major von Eckart, 
of the 2d Guards, wounded hopelessly, it is 
said, w?.s driven past us in an ambulaace 
wagon. He was only able to reply in a 
weak voice to my inquiries. I then met the 
Kolberg Grenadier Eegimentand the Blucher 
Hussars of my Pomeranian Army Corps, an 
imexpected pleasure to sec them just here. 
r I also met uncle Charles and William 
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Mecklenburg. The latter is said to have 
received a blow with the flat of a sabre in a 
cavalry engagement. At last, after long 
search and many inquiries, we found the 
King. I reported to him the presence of 
my army on the field of battle, and kissed 
his hand, upon which he embraced me. 
Neither of us was able to speak for a time. 
He was the first to find words, and then 
told me he was pleased that I had been 
successful, and had proved my capacity for 
command. He had awarded me, he said, 
the order ^^ pour le mAite " for my previous 
victories, as I doubtless learnt from h.'s 
telegram. That message, however, I had 
not received, and so my father and King 
handed me our highest military decoration 
on the field of battle where T had helped to 
win the victory. I was deeply affected by 
this, and the bystanders seemed also moved. 
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The evening had turned out very beautiful, 
and just at the moment of our meeting the 
sun went down in aU his glory. Bismarck, 
together with all the officers of the King's 
head-quarters, as well as my entire staff 
were present. I saw Schweinitz and Eeuss 
VIIL here again. 

I now had a long conversation with the 
King, in which I 6ommended to his particu- 
lar favour Generals Blumenthal and von 
Steinmetzj these two distinguished officers 
having bortie a most important share in all 
my disposition^. His majesty granted niy 
request to award General von Steinmetz the 
Order of the Black Eagle for his services, 
and coinplied with my suggestion to give the 
battle the name of " Kohiggratz." We now 
tods back by Chlum, to try and find quarters 
for the night in Horenowes, but the baggage 
which had been left bdiind in Kciniginhof 
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could not come up before to-morrow early. 
After much devious wandering, during wMch 
all the horrors of the battle-field followed us 
into the darkness, we reached the above- 
named place, where 3,000 Austrian prisoners 
had already be^ lodged. 

The troops bivouacked on all parts of the 
battle-field, but only a few had heart to sing. 
There is often but one step from the serious 
to the ridiculous, and this was the case here. 
Some foot soldiers were pursuing a domestic 
pig in order to prepare a toothsome " roast " 
at the bivouac fire. The hunt took various 
directions, until at last the revolver was 
brought^ into requisition ; and close to this 
scene lay in heaps the corpses of the troopers 
who had fallen in the hot engagement that 
had taken place in the afternoon at the foot 
of Chlum, and in which the two regiments 
of Dragoon Guards, the 2d Brandenburg 
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UhlanSy and also the Zieten Hussars, had 
participated. 

It was admirable to see how quickly our 
men managed to carry off their fallen com- 
rades, so that the corpses of Prussian 
soldiers were much rarer than those of the 
Austrians. The stretcher-bearers also did 
excellent service. 

We put up in an entirely empty house 
with only sti-aw and so forth, and after 
having subsisted the entire day through on 
only bread and cognac, made a supper off a 
rations loaf which we had managed to buy ; 
a la guerre comme & la guerre I We our- 
selves had been in the saddle from 8 in the 
morning until half-past nine at night, and 
therefore slept soundly, notwithstanding 
our very scant accommodation, and so far as 
the excitement of such an eventful day 
would allow of rest. 
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We were unable either to water or feed 
our poor horses, but on coming across bag- 
gage wagons I had pulled out a wisp of 
hay and given it with my own hand to my 
faithful chestnut Cairngorm, who had again 
behaved admirably. 

I felt that this had been a most important 
day for Prussia, and prayed God to enlighten 
the King with his wisdom so that the right 
results might in future accrue for the weal 
of Prussia and Germany. In the night 
I dreamt vividly of my wife and children. 



THE FEANCO-GEEMAN WAE, 

1870—71. 



July 13, 1870.— Interview with 
Bismarck, who, late on the evening 
of the 12 th inst., got news of Prince 
Leopold's withdrawal, which makes him 
look on peace as secured; is going back 
to Varzin, and seiems surprised by the 
turn of things in Paris. GortchakofE is 
also peaceful . , , * and admires our 
behaviour, as well as that of the Prince (of 
Hohenzollem) and our Press, saying that he 
will see to it that the great European 
Cabinets acknowledge this, ' But I hear from 
Paris that Napoleon remarked to one of his 
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ox-Ministers that the affairs of Spain are a 
matter of indifference to him at the present 
moment, and that it is a question of power 
between France and Prussia. 

Ju'y 15. — ^Bismarck tells me that 

fioTw for ^^ is %^^% ^MH^ Moltke and Eoon 
to Brandenburg to meet the King 
(returning from Ems). On the way thither 
he explained with great clearness and a 
seriousness worthy of the occasion, free from 
all the little jokes which he is otherwise fond 
of, his views on the state of our relations 
with France, enabling me now to perceive 
that any yielding on our part for the sake of 
peace was already impossible. He and 
Moltke have no great opinion of the strength 
and organisation of the French army. The 
King surprised. by our appearance, but after 
hearing what Bismarck had to say (in the 
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course of our return journey) lie liad no 
particular objection to the issue of ui'gent 
orders for mobilisation. At the station (in 
Berlin) Thile comes with OUivier's speech ; 
the King wants to order the mobilisation of 
the 7th and 8th Corps (Westphalia and 
Ehineland, next to France), saying that in 
24 hours the French Avould certainly be at 
Mayence; but I pressed for immediate 
mobilisation of the whole army and navy, 
there being no time to lose. This is 
approved, and I tell it to the public. The 
Kiug embraces me in the deepest emotion, 
b^th of us feeling what was at stake. 
Enters a carriage with me ; enthusiastic 
cheering. I call the King's attention to the 
" Wacht am Ehein," and at this moment 
everyone felt the solemn importance of the 
poet's words. 
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In eom- 
fnand. 



July 16. — Three armies being 
formed. I am to command the 
South German one; have, therefore, 
a most difficult task to fight, with troops 
that do not like us (Prussians) and have 
not been trained in our school, so able a 
foe as the French, who have been preparing 
long, and will certainly at once invade 
South Germany. 

July 18. — Universal enthusiasm ; 
Omnan C^ermany is rising like one man, 
and will re-establish her unity. 

July 19. — ^Receive my official 
Prayer appointment (as commander of 
the Southern Army) ; opening of 
the Reichstag ; drive with the King to (the 
mausoleum at) Charlottenburg on the death 
day of Queen Louise (who, with her hus- 
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band, lies buried there), where we re- 
mained some considerable time, with right 
heavy hearts, praying beside the tomb of 
my grandparents. On coming out I said 
to my father that a struggle begun in 
such circumstances must succeed. Quiet 
afternoon with my wife and children. . 

July 20. — ^Went to Moltke, who 
Ordered to adviscd me not yet to go to the 

the Front. "^ 

south. Bismarck, on the contrary, 
thought I ought to go at once and to 
telegraph openly my impending arrival to 
the South German Sovereigns, as then an 

excellent impression would be made 

The King assents to this, and the telegrams 
are sent off. 



July 21. — The Duke of Coburg 

An *A 

comes from Fiume, and aaks for a 
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Reserve Corps, or in the Elbe Duchies, or 
even on my staff. 

rj^ July 22, — The Queen (Augusta) 

""WwM comes, full of the enthusiasm on 

am ' 

^i^nP the Ehine; my staff organising. 
. • • Most of the German Princes come 
and offer their services. 

July 24.— "Chiistenirg" (of 
y^iil Princess Sophie, soon to be mar- 

"^'*' ried now to the Crown Prince 
of Greece) in great state. The King too 
affected to hold the child. Solemn cere- 
mony ; who of us will return ? . But we 
shall conquer ! I am quite prepared to 
take up a reserve position such as would 
serve as a flank defence to the centre army, 
for I should scarcely be equal to great 
undertakings. 



The Franco-German War^ 1870-71. 53 



July 25. — Quietly with my wife 

fn 

weU Visit. 



'*^^' to the grave of Sigismund (our 



departed little boy) to take the 
sacrament; learn that I must leave to- 
morrow. 

On tiie ^'^^y ^^* — 356parture ; enthusi- 

March, ^gjj^ reception everywhere. 

July 21. — In Munich; King 
Bava)-ia l,udwig strangely altered; much 
less handsome, lost his front teeth, 
pale, nervous in his speech, &c. • . . 
Usedom and Hohenlohe have no doubt 
about Austria's neutrality in spite of Beust's 
duplicity. Reception at theatre — *^Wal- 
lenstein's Lager" the piece. ... On 
leaving Munich got a letter from the King 
expressing the hope that at the peace the 
independence of Bavaria will be respected. 
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July 28.— The King (of Wiir- 

Pecuiiari' temberg) receives me in stiff official 

form; the Queen kindly, pale, 

worn out Enthuisiasm at my 

departure almost put me out. . » . It 
would be wise to respect the little pecu- 
liarities of these States — e.ff.^ their envoys. 
Gortchakoff sununoned to St. Petersburg; 
Bussia to keep a vigilant eye on Austria's 
neutrality. Italy uncertain. Got no money. 
The curious inactivity of the French points 
at errors of calculation on their part 
surely* 

July 29.— Karlsruhe " Baden.'' 
Ajterthe Qur chief thought is how, after 

War, 

peace has been secured, the liberal 
development of Germany shall be gone on 
with. 



\ 
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July 30. — Off to Spires, to my 
i^i)^ nead-quarters near Pieuffer; J3a- 
^*^^* varian bivouac, sturdy soldiers, 
but rather sluggish; yet one must now 
cease to look upon them with Prussian 
eyes. It was here in the Dom in 1862 
that the Prince and Princess of Wales first 
met each other. 

July 31. — ^Affecting divine ser- 
Or^«/or ^^^^ Moltke wires that as soon 

as the Wtirtembergers and Badeners 
are to the front, that I should march south- 
wards along the left bank (of the Ehinei) 
and attack the foe, in order to hinder them 
from throwing a bridge over the stream at 
Lauterberg. Am not yet in a position to 
do so, but since the Prussians have come 
there is now everywhere a feeling of se- 
curity. 
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August Iw — . . . Long and 
satisfactory conversation with the 
Duke of Coburg and Morier (Sir Eobert, 
then Chargd d' Affaires at Darmstadt); 
Freytag (doubtless the novelist) is here; 
hope that Eoggenbach will also come. We 
are ready and are trying to anticipate the 
foe. Who could have expected that? 
Cartwright arrives from Italy, and says 
that the mood there is variable — depending 
on the question from whom has Eome most 
to expect. I have a presentiment that 
this war will mark a pause in the era of 
battles and bloodshed, but at present my 
motto is, " Mit Gott furchtlos und behaiT- 
lich vorwarts" (Forward with God, fear- 
lessly and steadily). . . . 

Avgmt 3. — Off; last swim in 

Off/ 

the Ehine; battle 

probably to-morrow .... 
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August 4. — ^Weissenburg. — Our 
^**'** men (Prussian) behave as if during 

Blood. ^ ^ . /^ 

manoeuvre time in peace, taking 
advantage of every fold in the ground, 
and wringing praise of their manner of 
fighting from our Bavarian companions. 

We had two divisions 

— the foe one, and part of it had only 
come up during the night, but the ad- 
vantage of position was all in his favour. 
Great jubilation; the dying and wounded 
raising themselves by the greatest exertion 
to express their joy. The colour-staff of the 
King's Eegiment had been shot through; 
three of its bearers fell till Sergeant Forster 
seized it and dashed up the heights in front 
of the storniers ; I could not but press to my 
lips that victory-banner thus so gloriously 
upheld. On the reverse slope (southern) we 
found two camps of tentea cPabri with pro- 
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visions and dinner still untouched ; General 
Douai's little dog creeping around his 
master's dead body ; the chattering French 
doctors knew nothing of the Geneva Con- 
vention, having no brassards with the red 
cross, and crying only, "Procurez-nous notre 
bagage." The Turcos thorough savages. « 
. . French soldiers exclaim to me, "Ah, vos 
soldats Prussiens se battent admirablemenf 



Augmt 5, — March to France. . . . 
CmnibaU. ii^hitants afraid of German can- 
nibals; the ghastly appearance of 
battlefields ever more horrible ; everywhere 
traces of hasty retreat. 

Auffust 6. — Worth ; 80,000 
'^^IJ! French ; I have 100,000 men. 

of Worth, ^ ' 

MacHahon's tough resistance, 
gradual retreat while fighting, was admir-* 



< ^?^ . .• ^r>^^' 
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able, but he left me in possession of the 
field. I could direct the whole. Blumen- 
thal and Gottberg of great assistance to me. 
At half-past four was able to announce 
our victory to the King. ... A 
French officer of Cuirassiers said to me, 
"Ah, Monseigneur, quelle defaite, quel 
jnalheur I J'ai la honte d'etre prisonnier ; 
nous avons tout perdu." To which I re- 
plied, " Vous avez tort de dire d'avoir tout 
perdu, car aprfes vous fetre battus pomme de 
braves soldats, vous n'avez pas perdu 
rhonneur." On this the officer remarked, 
^' Ah, merci, vous me faites du bien en me 
traitant de la sorte." The officers are 
surprised at being allowed to retain their 
swords. A conversation with Eoggenbach 
gave me great relief after the tremendous 
impressions of this day. K^s of Goeben's 



victory at Saarbrttck. 




f 



-?*-4. 
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Atifftcst 7. — ^At KSniggrStz the 
Q^!^^ firing not nearly so heavy and con- 
tinuous ; the Zouaves shoot well, and 
others too soon and too high. Our helmet 
has done good service. Great bitterness 
against MacMahon ; the Emperor is called a 
" vieille femme." MacMahon's papers taken; 
the correspondents of Gauhis and Figaro^ 
captured on the church tower of Worth, 
state that they are opponents of Ollivier. 
Frequent detailed conversa- 
tions with Eoggenbach about likely result 
of war I cling to the con- 
viction that after the peace it will be 
impossible for us to inaugurate new things 
in the German (national) sense, but we are 
also bound to offer the German people some- 
thing whole and palpable, and that we must 
therefore strike the iron of the German 
Cabinets while it is still hot. "Worth the 
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first victory over the French in open battle 
since 1815. 



August 8. — Advance on the 
Yosges. French Cuirassiers have 
shot their oflB.cers. . . . One Zouave 
officer cannot write. 



August 9. — . . . . Very re- 
J^\ f » markable that for some time back 
the Catholics in Alsace been talking 
of a war that would happen this year, 
which, after Germany's defeat, would be 
turned to the disadvantage of the Pro- 
testants. These remarks repeated daily 

everywhere Quartered with 

a Protestant clergyman, .... who 
wishes for peace, saying that we were not to 
blame for the war, and wishing that the 
Empress (Eugenie) and Ollivier could only 
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come and have a look at these battlefields. 
MacMahon's carriage contained an exact 
map of the Yosges with all its roads, &c., 
which proved of great service to ns. The 
baggage of Ducrot, Commandant of Stras- 
burg, included the wardrobes of two women. 
Great panic and dissolution among the 
French, who say they never had to fight 
with such soldiers. 



Auffust 17 and 18. — ^In Nancy ; 
round battles around Metz; feverish ex- 
^^' citement ; the inhabitants Orleanist. 



August 20. — ^Meet the King at 
p. 

Paris! 



Pont-k-Mousson ; he is crushed 



with our losses. Council of "War ; 
Moltke quite cool and clear as ever ; deter- 
mined to march on Paris; Bismarck moderate 
and by no means sanguine ; our conditions, 
Alsace and wax indemnity. 
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August 23. — Seen the King again, 

The 

Bmedetti who is now firmer ; have difficulty 
reay. ^ persuading him to confer the 
Iron Cross on non-Prussians also. Varying 
news about the whereabouts of the foe; 
Moltke thinks he will yet lure him into a 
mouse-trap. Benedetti's Treaty harms us 
in England, where they say that without 
encouragement from Bismarck he never 
would have allowed himself to use such 
languagOt 

September L — Count Bothmer 

Sedan, 

says that Napoleon is in Sedan ; and 
the King in an incredible spirit of jesting 
asks me what in the world we shall do with 
hiin t^heh caught. The white flag hoisted 
over Sedan; Napoleon is there; Brousart 
has seen him and been told that he would 
Send General Beille; ... A purlementaire 
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comes, and the assembled Princes, with 
Bismarck, Moltke, and Boon, form a circle 
round the King, I being next his Majesty. 
Reille comes, bent but not without dignity, 
and hands the King the following letter : — 

"Sire My Brother, — ^N"ot having been 
able to die in the midst of my troops, it 
only remains for me to place my sword in 
the hands of your Majesty. 

" I am your Majesty's good brother, 

" Napoleok.'' 

After conferring with Bismarck, Moltke, 
and me, the King dictates to Hatzf eldt 
(now German Ambassador in London) 
the draft of our reply, which the King 
himself afterwards wrote out in his own 
hand. Difficult to find writing materiula ; 
I contribute note Npaper stamped with our 
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eagle from my holster ; pen and ink from 
the Grand Duke of Saxo-Weimar; two 
cane-bottomed chairs form a table, on which 
Gustedt laid a Hussar's sabretache as a pad. 

^^ Sire my brother," so the letter ran, ^^ re- 
gretting the circumstances under which we 
meet, I accept the sword of your Majesty, 
and I invite you to designate one of your 
officers, provided with full powers, to treat 
for the capitulation of the army which has 
so bravely fought under your command. 
On my side I have named General Moltke 
for this purpose. — I am, your Majesty's 
good brother, ^' Wilhelm. 

^'Before Sedattj Sept. 1, 1870." 

Meanwhile, during writing of letter, I talk 
with Eeille ; amiable and a thorough gentle- 
man J he was attached to me in 1867 (when 
in Paris) ; my sympathy seemed to do him 
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good ; the Prince Imperial not there. When 
he had gone the King and I embraced ; the 
recollection of July 3 forced itself on us ; 
huge joy of the troops. " Nun danket alle 
Gott." (More praise to the Lord.) I could 
not restrain the bright tears. 

September 2. — The phrase " the 

Victor 

and Van- history of the world is the verdict 

quiehed, ^j ^^^ ^^^j^ „ ^^ ^^ Wcltge- 

schichte ist das Weltgericht'') is sug- 
gested to me from my history lessons 
when a boy. Wimpffen in difficulties ; Na- 
poleon comes ; halts in a potato field not far 
from Donch^ry ; Bismarck and Moltke hurry 
to him ; wants more favourable conditions 
of eapil^ation and withdrawal of the aarxny 
to Belgium ; wishes to spieak to the £ing« 
Moltke thinks these pretexts ; Napoleon no 
longer safe in Sedan, and anxious about hig 



\ 
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carriages and fourgons. Moltke searches 
for more suitable quarters, while Bismarck 
carries on a conversation with Napoleon. 

The King insists upon unconditional sm*- 
render ; the officers to be set free on parole ; 
at 12 o'clock the capitulation signed. Moltke 
receives the Iron Cross of the first Class ; 
Bismarck arrives, they have talked over a 
cigar about everything except politics; I 
suggest Wilhelmshohe as residence for Na- 
poleon; I dissuade them from asking the 
Emperor to go up the hill, in face of 
the troops, as humiliating ; recommend the 
King to ride to the Emperor at Bellevue. 
Conference with Bismarck, Eoon, Moltke ; 
through Bavarian bivouacs to Bellevue, 
where are the Imperial carriages and four- 
^onSj servants and postillions powdered a la 
Xang/umeau. 

"We are received by. General Castelnau, 

D 2 
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at the entrance of the glass pavilion. 
Napoleon appeared and led in the King ; I 
closed the doors and remained standing in 
front of them; French suite stepped into 
the garden; Eeille, AchUle Murat, and 
Davillers kept me company. 

The conversation, as the King informed me 
later, was as follows : — The King began by 
saying that as the f ortime of war had now 
turned against the Emperor, and the latter 
offered him his sword, he had come to ask 
him what were now his intentions. Napoleon 
placed his future solely in his Majesty's 
hands. The King replied that he was sorry 
to see his opponent in such a position, more 
especially as he was aware that it had been no 
easy task for the Emperor to decide for war. 
This remark clearly pleased Napoleon, who 
protested with y^armth that he had only 
bowed to public opinion when he resolved 
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on war ! upon which the King urged that 
if public opinion, nevertheless, took this 
direction it was the fault of those ^^ whom 
you made your counsellors." 

Touching the direct object of the meeting, 
the King enquired whether Napoleon had any 
negotiations to propose; to which theEmperor 
replied, " No," remarking that as a prisoner 
he could exercise no influence on the 
Government. To the further question, 

^ where then was this Government, he re- 
plied, " In Paris." The King then turned 
the conversation to the subject of the 
Emperor's personal position, and offered 
him Wilhelmshohe as a residence, which 
he immediately accepted. He seemed spe- 

, cially satisfied when his Majesty observed 

'. that he would give him for safety a guard 

V of honour across the frontier. 

When Napoleon, in the further course 
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of the conversation, expressed a conjecture 
that he had had the army of Frederick 
Charles against him, the King corrected 
him, and said that " it was the Crown 
Prince of Saxony and I.'' To his question 
w;here, then, was Prince Frederick Charles, 
the King answered sharply, ^^ In front of 
Metz, with seven army corps." With 
every sign of painful surprise the Emperor 
receded a step. A convulsion of pain passed 
over his countenance, for it now first 
came home to him that he had not been- 
opposed by the entire German army. 

The King praised the gallantry of the 
French army, which Napoleon, indeed, 
willingly confirmed, but i^marked that it 
lacked the discipline which so greatly distin- 
guished our army. The Prussian artillery, 
he said, was the first in the world, and his 
troops had not be^ able to withstand 
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our fire. The conversation may have 
lasted a good quarter of an hour before 
they came out again. The King's lofty 
and august figure contrasted admirably 
with the diminutive and depressed form of 
the Emperor. 

When Napoleon caught sight of me he 
gave me his hand, while with the other 
he dried up the big tears trickling down 
his cheeks. He referred with much grati- 
tude to the language and generous man* 
ner generally with which the King had 
received him. I spoke, of course, in the 
same spirit, and asked whether he had ob- 
tained any night's rest, to which he replied 
that anxiety about his family had left hiia 
no sleep. On my regretting that the war 
had assumed so frightfully bloody a charac- 
ter, he replied that that w£to unhaifpily only 
too true^ and it was all the more frightfal 
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" quand on n'a pas voulu la guerre." He 
had liad no news for a week of the Empress 
and her son, and begged that he might be 
allowed to telegraph to her in cipher. We 
parted with a shake of the hand 

September 3. — Donch^ry. — Bis- 
j^Mtmrc jjj^p^^ visits me. We retain Alsace 

under German administration, either 
for the Bund or the Empire. The Imperial 
idea scarcely touched on yet. Noticed that 
he is only favourable to it on certain 
conditions. He cautioned me not to be 
in a hurry, although I am convinced that 
it must come to this. Matters are de- 
veloping in this direction, and can only 
turn out the more favourably in conse- 
quence of this victory. Failly and Ducrot 
beg me for permission to travel through 
Belgium. Napoleon gone. Immediately 
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afterwards came a telegram in cipher from 
the Empress, which I have sent after him 
by Seckendorff. The Belgians are showing 
much sympathy for him. My anxiety is 
lest the result of the war may not fulfil the 
justifiable expectations of the German 
people. 

September 6. — Rheims. — Quar- 
tered near Werle (CuquotJ, where, 
for once in a way, I give champagne ; this 
does not happen with me as a rule when in 
the field. Apart from the desire for peace, 
anger is displayed everywhere against Paris, 
which decides everything. The people ac- 
tually make a distinction between Fran9ais 
and Parisien ; they are surprised that we 
walk about among them without an escort. 
^' Napoleon n'aurait jamais os^ se hasarder 
ainsi," I heard one man say. Receive from 
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the King of Bavaria the Max Joseph Order, 
which is only awarded for victories gained. 
In Bavaria nobody possesses it. 

Septeniber 8. — • . . France 

IL^, is now our natural enemy for all 

uiie^ny. ^{jj^^^ qj^^ therefore her enfeeble- 

ment our business. The possession of 
Alsace now facilitates our strategical ad- 
vance, hitherto planned on a very narrow 

■ 

scale. 

The Pro- Septeniber 12 to 14. — Alsace- 
hUm of Lorraine : — Imperial territory with- 

AUace- •^ 

Lorraine, out dynasty; native administrative 
council. The problem will be to separate 
our new compatriots from the great body 
of the French State, but to make them feel 
that they are part of a great State, and 
not condemned to join an insignificant one. 
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Kussell (the Times correspondent) totally- 
disappeared ; gone direct to England ; 
wrote much even while in his carriage. 

September 16. — . . Isle de 

Among -i-, , , 

m Fmhch France a superb country ; the 
^^^^^* peasant's make a favourable im- 
pression; the people ask absurd questions, 
and beg to feel the star on my breast, 

Septeniber 20. — At Versailles, 
-^7!:!^ , in the Prefecture. . . The news 

mm King! 

from Bavaria good. While con- 
templating these gaudy State apartments, in 
which so much mischief for Germany was 
devised and decided on, and of which the 
paintings hanging round mockingly repre- 
sents her (Germany^s) disintegration, I 
cherish the firm hope that the restoration of 
Kaiser and Keich will be celebrated in this 
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very place. . . Sedan and the Eepublio 
made an impression on Austria; the Czar 
sent Moltke the St. George's Order. Three 
years ago I was driving about in the park of 
Versailles with the Empress Eugenie ! . . 
Our solemn religious service in the open air 
impresses the French. Excursion to St. 
Cloud ; picture of the arrival (there) of 
Queen Victoria, when the Crown Princess 
(my wife) first went with her to the Conti- 
nent ; the French will end by destroying it. 
On the council table, where the decision to 
declare war was come to lay sketches of 
Prussian army uniforms. 

Septemher 28. — Strasburg capitu- 
^^^^'^ lates ; I write to the Kmg to get 
everything done for the restoration 
of the cathedral, the lihrary, &c. 
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September 29. — Fifteen years ago 
An Anrvi^ ^^^^ j ^^^ betrothed at Bal- 

vermry. •^ 

moral. 



September 30. — To Ferri^res 
^ ^ (where the King s^ennuye). I 
address his Majesty on the Kaiser 
question which is now being broached ; he 
thinks there is no prospect of it, and refers 
me to the remark of Du Bois Eeymond (a 
Berlin professor) that Imperialism is now 
prostrate, so that in Germany for the future 
there could only be a King of Prussia, Duke 
[Herzog) of the Germans. Against this I 
urge that the three Kings (of Bavaria, 
Wurtemburg, and Saxony) compel us to 
express our supremacy by the title of 
Kaiser, and that the thousand - year - old 
Kaiser or King's (of the Eomans) crown 
has nothing to do with modem Im- 
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perialism. At last his opposition gets 
weaker. 

October 2. — Queen Victoria, who 
f;;L foUows our deeds with toucMng 
^^m^- interest, has telegraphed to his 
Majesty exhorting him to treat with mag- 
nanimity Favre's peace proposals, but with- 
out being able to recommend any practical 
means to this end. 



October 8. — General Bumside 

An Emis' 

saryfrom comcs out of Paris ; looks shrewd, 
^^' and speaks so much that Blumen- 
thai and I are of opinion he does not do so 
without instructions from the authorities. 



October 5. — His Majesty arrives 



Ohdruc- 

incredible mass of carriages; even 



. . , with his colossal head-quarters : 
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Schneider (the King's reader) and Stieber 
(chief of the secret field police) with theirs. 

October 6. — The fountains play- 

A new 

King for ing ; the King walking about 

France. 

fearlessly among the crowd, to 
the immense surprise of the public. 
Thiers suggests placing King Leopold 
on the throne of France, which Bis- 
marck holds to be a stillborn idea; he 
(Bismarck) is sorry that he can find no 
obliging disposition in England, remarking 
that they do not there seem to perceive that 
German help must in future be sought for 
by them. . . . Letter from Eenan, 
who, appealing to our acquaintance of 
1867, begs for a safe conduct. 



M r talk October 10. — ^' Commencement 
of the Qf (;iie siege. Delbruck arrives. 

Kaiser, 

Bavaria agrees to enter the North 
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German Confederation, excepting only the 
military and diplomatic body. The Ministers 
are not agreed, and appeal to contradictory 
utterances of the King, who was in con- 
versation with Delbriick for an hour and a 
half about matters which chiefly had no 
reference to his mission. Bismarck is very 
wroth against Schneider, who publishes in 
the Staatsanzeiger things that are both 
indiscreet and grossly untiue. Heizo 
Frederick goes to Yon der Tann, believes it 
will result in nothing, and finds in Versailles 
the news from Artenay. Bismarck tells me 
that Chambord and OUivier have written to 
his Majesty. OUivier confesses to having 
advised war, but cautions us against cession 
of land. The one can do nothing, the other 
has involved everything in debt, and both 
venture to give the victor advice. 

St. Cloud in flames. Burnside returns 
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from Paris as deputy from the Government, 
which acts without any sense, listens to no 
remarks, and continues the war without plan 
in order to remain in office. Bazaine wishes 
to send the chief of his staff respecting mili- 
tary-political negotiations. Bismarck advises 
receiving him, Koon and Moltke not, dis- 
agreeing with one another, and each re- 
proaching the other because they have 
received no news. Friedrich ITarl is against 
it because he is afraid no capitulation can 
be concluded in Versailles. The King of 
Wiirtemberg wishes to negotiate direct 
with us in order not to appear that he was 
taken in tow by Bavaria. Bismarck fixes 
his eye upon the Emperor question, tells me 
he erred in 1866 in not having treated it 
differently. He did not think that the 
desire for the Imperial Crown was so strong 
in the German nation as it now turns out to 
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be, and that it would only cause develop- 
ment of great Court splendour ; upon which 
point I reassure him. The Duke of Coburg 
wishes for election by the Princes, who are 
to take the places of the Electors. 

NoLox^ Oc^oJer 18. — "This celebration 
forEng- of my birthday shows me especi- 
ally the importance of the German 
political question, which I shall have some 
time to solve ; for I hope never to live to 
see another war, and that this will be my 
last campaign. Evidently many look with 
confidence on the task which, God willing 
it, will rest in my hands; and I feel in 
undertaking it a certain confidence, because 
I know that I will show myseK worthy 
of the responsibility placed in me. The 
present negotiations are difficult ; Bismarck 
seems to view the matter as serious. The 
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King conies to ,me early ; he has granted 
my wishes and decorated me with the 
Iron Cross, 1st Class ; at dinner he 
drank my health as that of the ^ man who 
had led us all here.' The Grand Duke 
of Weimar wishes to have my opinion on 
the German question, and uses the expres- 
sion ^a Constitution which unites all the 
German States.' This must come ; but at 
first Germany requires a monarchical head, 
and, in fact, now. I notice that there were 
evil designs against England ; that is passed ; 
but whether the preference for Eussia and 
America will not perhaps increase the 
hatred against England, one can never tell. 
Twesten's death is an irreparable loss. 
Meet Bennigsen, who was summoned by 
Bismarck, and tells me he has the impres- 
sion that Bismarck is against an Tipper 
House." 
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October 24.^ — . . . Eumour 
ingforthe of Gortchakoff's intention to re- 
nounce the Black Sea Treaty. 
Bismarck tells my brother-in-law (the 
Grand Duke of Baden) that after the war 
he means to fight the adherents of (Papal) 
infallibility. 

October 25. — Bray addressed Bis- 

StUl harp- 

ing on marck yesterday about the Imperial 
Empire, dignity : the latter explained that 
an Upper House in which the Kings sit 
with Counts and commoners on the same 
bench is impossible, so that on this question 
even the Emperor and the union would 
come to a standstill. 



October 26. — Moltke's seven- 

A Genial 

Septtm- tieth birthday; I took him a 

genarian, - - i.-i a -j.!. 

laurel wreath. Agrees with me 
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that Paris must be forced by hunger to 
capitulate, and is opposed to the opening of 
parallels. . . . 

October 27. — ^Metz capitulated 

Second -r-w. 1 ji i. 1 

Thouahts • • • • Bismarck says that he 
' is not against an Upper House and 
Imperial Ministers on principle, and that 
later on he will not withhold his partici- 
pation. 

October 28.— In the Orangerie at 
Nowatid Versailles, where the trees misht 

Then. ^ ' ^ ^ 

be twice as high. Napoleon III. 
was not fond of oranges, and presented 
many to the Comtesse Beauregard. What 
former times built was done as for ever; 
while nowadays it is all superficiality and 
show. 
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October 29. — Telegram from (my 
2l!ia/. cousin) Friedrich Karl:— "Gratu^ 
lire, mein Hery General - Feld - 
Marschall." An hour and a half later 
I received my patent. The beautiful and 
touching words of ackno:w^ledgment, above 
all things the declaration that in a promo- 
tion of this kind, which has never yet fallen 
to a Prince of our house, my brave 
army is to behold the reward of its achieve- 
ments, helped me to get over the oppressive 
feeling that this old and really fine tradition 
of our family had now, at last, also been 
broken with. Moltke has become a Count. 



October 30. — Prince Otto of 

Vilior Bavaria, who has been summoned 

to Mimich on important business, 

came to take leave of me. Pale and as 

wretched-looking as if he were in a fit of 
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the shivers, he sat before me while I set 
forth the necessity of our having unity in 
military and diplomatic matters, &c. But 
whether he understood, or even heard me, I 
could not make out. 

November 2. — Conversation with 
Kettle Bismarck on the negotiations with 
Thiers. He says one requires 
twenty-eight days for the election of a 
Constituent Assembly. During that time 
there is to be an armistice and revictualling, 
to which we are to contribute. On our 
refusal to supply provisions he exclaimed, 
" But we will then have the capitulation in 
the middle of the armistice." At Bis- 
Inarck's reproof upon the use of the Turcos, 
he answered, ^' But you nevertheless make 
use of the Uhlans." 
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November 7. — The Grand Duke 
ofFeaix ^^ Baden finds the King (William) 
more favourable to the German 
question than he expected. Bismarck 
told the ministers it was the wish of the 
Prussian Government to see the German 
Princes seal the peace here with their 
sword-hilts. 



More November 10. — ^Write a note to 

Hostility 

toEng- Bismarck about the (hostile) atti- 
^^ ' tude of our Press towards 
England. . . . 



November 11.— Bismarck sends 
Bismarck's Abeken (a F.O. official) to reply to 

Aversion. 

my note that he laments the lan- 
guage of our Press towards England, and 
that in this sense he had instructed 
Eulenberg, as well as written to BemstdrS 
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(Prussian Minister in London). Bismarck 
not at all friendly towards latter. Says his 
notes and his other written communications 
are so long-winded that they can scarcely be 
read. One document, for example, com- 
prised eighty pages, which no one had time 
to study. The Grand Duke of Baden has 
the impression that Bismarck is very serious 
with the Kaiser question. The Grand Duke 
wrote an admirable letter (about it) to the 
King of Bavaria, who has not yet, however, 
replied. 

November 12. — The sentry would 

Tht Pope, 

not let me enter the Villa Stem, 
having no orders to make exceptions. The 
Wurtemberg Ministers departed on the 
receipt of bad news just as they were about 
to sign ; an intrigue of Cesser's . . . . 
Boon and Podbielski (the alles ruhig vor 
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Paris Podbielski) complain that they know 
nothing; Bismarck is in a rage that such 
Prussian Particularists should have anything 
to do with the matter at all. Ledochowski 
(Archbishop of Posen) enquires whether the 
Pope can be received in Prussia. Bismarck 
would regard it as a gigantic mistake of 
Pio Nono to leave Eome, but says that his 
residence in Germany would have a good 
effect, as the close contemplation of Bomish 
sacerdotalism would cure the Germans (of 
any fondness they had for that sort of 
thing). The King and I are decidedly 
against the idea (of the Pope's going to 
Germany). 



The Black Novemier 14.-rOdo Bussell is to 
^ come; the rumours about tiiie- 

Treaty. 

Black Sea clause are confibcmed ; 
it is related that when thb ti^caEty wa^ 
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signed iu 1856 Palmerston remarked to 
Brunnow (Eussian Ambassador) that it 
would not last ten years. General Annen- 
fcofi is coming with a letter from the Czar ; 
Eeuss (Pmssian Ambassador in St. Peters- 
burg) was only told of this after the Envoy 
left, with the request that he would not 
telegraph the news till the King (of Prussia) 
had received the missive. We telegraph to 
have the step postponed, but. are told that 
it is too late, as communications of the same 
sort have gone to Vienna and London. 
Our representatives' are to remain passive ; 
the Xing is very much pnt out, telling me 
that this surprise is beyond all joke, and 
that in England it is sure to be regarded as 
an act of revenge on our part for the sale of 
axms (by English traders to the French). 
IBismaxck, however, denies that he was 
]|^Ty to the matter. 
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A Heaud November IG.^-Conversation with 

Gonverm- Bismarck about the German ques- 
tion. N 

tion,] which he would like to see 
decided, but, with a shrug of the shoulders, 
explains all the diflSculties, asking what 
should be done with the South Germans, 
and whether I wish them to be threatened. 

I reply, "e/a wohl ; there would be no 
danger in doing that ; let us act firmly and 
imperiously, and you will see I was right in 
asserting that you have not yet any proper 
consciousness of your power." 

Bismarck would hear nothing whatever of 
threats, all the more as such a course would 
throw these States^to the arms of Austria. 
Thus, (]je explained jpn assuming office (in 
1862), he had done so with the firm resolve 
to bring about war between Prussia and 
Austria, but took very good care not to 
speak about his design at that time to his 
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Majesty, or otherwise before he deemed the 
proper time come for doing so. Similarly 
X^Q development of the German question 
must be left to time.^ 

I replied that, as riepresenting the future, 
I could not view such delay with indiffer- 
ence, arguing that it would not be neces- 
sary to use force, and that we could quietly 
wait and watch whether Bavaria and Wur- 
temberg venti^'ed to join Austria. Nothing 
was easier, I argued, than to have the 
Kaiser proclaimed by the majority of 
German Sovereigns now gathered here, and 
also to procure their approval of a Constitu- 
tion (with supreme head) answering to tho 
just demands of the German people. Such 
, a result would bring about pressure which 

. the Kings (of South Germany) could not 

. irejsist. 

p . Bismarck rejoined that I stood alone with 
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these views, and that, in order to gain the 
wished-f or goal, it would be better to let the 
Beichstag take the initiative. 

On my referring to the sentiments of 
Baden, Oldenburg, Weimar, and Coburg, he 
defended himself by referring to the will of 
the King. 

I answered that I knew very well his 
opposition was alone sufficient to make such 
a scheme as this impossible of acceptance by 
his Majesty, to which he replied that I was 
reproaching him, and that he knew of quite 
other persons who deserved this. And then 
again I must in political questions, he said, 
take into account the great independence of 
the King himself, his Majesty reading 
through every important despatch, and 
even correcting it. He regretted that the 
question of the Kaiser and of an Upper 
House had been discussed at all, as offence 
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had thus been given to Bavaria and Wiir- 
temberg. 

I said that it was Dalwigk who had 
broached it. 

Bismarck averred that my opinions thus 
expressed could only prove hurtful, adding 
that the Crown Prince should not give vent 
to views of this kind at all. 

I at once protested in the most emphatic 
manner against my mouth being closed in this 
way, espeeiaUy as in a question thus affecting 
the future I felt bound to leave no one in doubt 
as to mjr opinion iu particular. Moreover, 
it lay with his Majesty alone to instruct me 
as to matters which I was free to discuss or 
not, even if it were assumed that I was not 
yet old enou^ to judge for myself. 

Bismarck said if the Oown Prince com- 
manded he would act in accordance with his 
yi^BWS. 



96 The Emperor* s Diary, 

I again protested against this, as I had 
no commands to give him ; whereupon he 
declared that for his part he would he very 
glad to make way for any other person whom 
I might deem more competent than him to 
conduct affairs ; but that until then he must 
act upon his own principles to the best of 
his ability and knowledge of all determining 
circumstances. 

We then went on to speak of detail 
questions, and finally remarked that I had 
perhaps spoken in an animated manner, 
but that I could not be expected to 
remain indifferent in view of a ' world 
historic' opportunity which was being 
neglected. 



November 17. — The King is ner- 
^amuse vous, as hc had at the same time 
^^' to follow the (political) negotiations 
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and the (military) operations, and must do 
•without amusement of any kind, seeing 
that his daily guests grow very monoto- 
nous. I am well, beginning to read and 
write at 6 o'clock every morning, but later 
on my time is much broken up. 

November 18. — . . . De- 

** M\j ever* 

memorable lighted with the article in The 

f^X'''" ^^^^^ ^^^^* ^y ^^**^^ ^* thanks to 
Lindsay; acting on the principles 

of my ever- memorable father-in-law, may I 

succeed in welding a chain between two 

such kin and analogous nations. 



TJie Eu8» 
Stan move. 



November 19. — Bismarck is said 
to have exclaimed, on receipt of 
Gortchakoff's note, **The silly 



fellows have b^gun four weeks too 
soon.'^ 
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November 23. — A moment of 

Hoon a$ 

Captain exciting combinations. Moltke ex- 
"^ ^* plains the situation of affairs with 
the utmost clearness and moderation; has 
always considered and calculated every- 
thing, and constantly hits the right nail 
on the head; but Eoon's shoulder-shrugs 
and spitting (sic) and Podbielski's Olympian 
assurance often influence the King. 

November 25. — Bismarck insists 
QeUiri^ upon a bombardment; Blumenthal 

Impatient. * ^ 

in a jpro memorza to Moltke, demon- 
strates the senselessness of a bombardment 
which could only reach the forts that ought 
to be taken by parallels and storming. . , , 
Bismarck has declared that if the Imperial 
dignity is not soon offered by the Princes, 
the Reichstag cannot be prevented from 
proposing the measure after the middle oi 
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next week at the latest. . . . Bismarck 
calls upon all members of the Eeichstag 
who are in the field to go to Berlin and 
vote. 

Novernbei' 30. — ^A draft of Bis- 
a^mt^ marck's for a letter of the King of 
neom • gavaria about offering his Majesty 
the Imperial dignity has been for- 
warded to Munich. . . . The King of 
Bavaria has actually copied out the letter 
and Holnstein is bringing it back. 



December 3. — Holnstein arrived. 

At Last I 

Prince Luitpold hands the docu- 
ment to the King by special command. 
After dinner Bismarck reads out the letter, 
which the King finds as inopportune as 
possible, upon which Bismarck remarked 
tiiat the Imperial question had nothing to 

£ 2. 
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do with the present eampaigii. As we left 
the room Bismarck and I shook hands ; to^ 
day Kaiser and Reich have been irrevoca- 
bly re-established, and now the interregnum 
of sixty-five years, the terrible Kaiser-less 
time, is over. This proud title is a guaran-> 
tee in itself; we owe this mainly to the 
Grand Duke of Baden, who has been . . , 
incessantly active in the matter, 

December 6. — . . . • The King 
3fzW.r. ^^^ ^j^^ Delbruck has read 

standing. -^ 

the letter of the King of Bavaria to 
the Eeiehstag. 

December 9. — Learn about Del- 

fafton' ^^'^^^^*s introductory speech on tlio 

Imperial question in the Reichstag, 

which is excessively weak, dull, and dry ; it 

was pitiable, just as if Jie had pulled the 
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Imperial crown out of his pocket wrapped 
up in an old newspaper ; it is impossible to 
put any energy into these people. 
The Grand Duke of Baden says that the 
apparently empty Imperial title of to-day 
will develop its full meaning soon enough. 



December 10. — (Odo) Eussell 

Meal. 



complains of the isolation of Eng 



land, which is ever becoming more 
noticeable. The King is excited about 
Delbriick's action. . . He is afraid of 
the Eeichstag deputation, because it looks as 
if the Imperial question were initiated by 
the Eeichstag ; refuses to receive the depu- 
tation until he had the assent of all the 
States through the medium of the King of 
Bavaria. At tea there is so little conver- 
sation that the half of us go regularly to 
sleep. 
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December 14. — Anniversary of- 
i^y^d Prince Albert's (the Pnnce Con- 
Coun^L g^^,gj death.--Bememl)er how he 

constantly said we must give up the idea^ 
of playing a^ decisive r61e without the- 
co-operation of Germany. -"^ 



Deceniher 15. — Moltke expects 

Biar . . ' 

m^irch's Lougwy and Mezi^res to capituMe, 
uccesa, because the commandant declares 

. 4 • • . 

that he will only be buried with the las^ 
stone. His attitude and method of ex»-, 

• ■ « 

pressing himself is quite invaluable at such, 
moments. 



2>(?<kwe5^/? 1 0.—^The King will heap- 

2JS7 ^^^^^S a^^^* receiving the d^pu- 

'..■ '. ties, but is bfeginning to* l^ tabi^ 

pliable in the matter, . _ - . : 
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December 17. — Hear from the 
Only for Qq^^ Marshal of Prince Charles 

CoxLTt use, 

that to-morrow his Majesty will 
give a dinner to the Eeiehstag deputies. 
Bismarck says the King wants to receive 
them beforehand. Long conversation with 
Simson (now President of the Supreme 
Court at Leipsic), who is correct and 
logical. Count Perponcher said to Adalbert, 
"However, we shall not utilise the Im- 
perial dignity for ordinary occasions but 
only at grand Court festivities or cere- 
monies : '^ to which Adalbert replied, " If 
the King were to make you a Prince would 
you only then wear the title on exceptional 
occasions ? " Boyen asked what would our 
King do if the Prussian Diet were to refuser 
to allow him to accept the Imperial 
Crown? "Du gleichst dem Geist, den du 
begreifst.'^ 



104 ^'^^ Emperor^ s Diary. 

Sunday^ December 18. — ^Deeply 
Affected to moved bv the reception of the 

Tears, ... 

deputies ; dignified and good. Ob- 
served from Rogge's semion that after all 
stress is laid on it. His Majesty took 
his stand in the principal saloon of 
the building, the Princes of the Blood to 
the right, the reigning Princes to the 
left. Simson's masterly speech drew tears 
from me; in fact, there was not a dry 
eye present. The address was then read. 
The King's reply followed with some stop- 
pages, for he can no longer read easily with- 
out spectacles ; besides, now and again he 
was obliged to pause from emotion. Then 
followed the presentation of the deputies ; 
during the entire ceremony firing from Mont 
Valerien, outside everything in a blaze 
The King was happy when all was over, 
seemed easy and satisfied. The future posi- 
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tion of the Royal Family is still doubtful. 
" Imperial Highness " is contrary to my 
fancy altogether. 

December 24 (^Christma^ Eve), — 
Christrrm ^rrcat astonishment of the French at 
'^' our purchases. Eussell obtains an 
officer's sword sash in the lottery. 

December 25. — After all, it really 
^ God on ig an irony on the message of salva- 

our side,^^ 

tion when each side prays to God 
for its own cause as the righteous one, and 
at every success tries to prove that its op- 
ponent has been left in the lurch by Heaven. 

December 28. — The King receives 
Alsaceaiid ^ laudatory telegram from the Kop- 

Lorraine, 

nickerstrasse (a proletariat quarter 
iu Berlin) because he has finally commenced 
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the bombardment. Draw up with the 
Grand Duke of Baden a proclamation of 
Kaiser and Keieh. The former is successor 
to the German Emperors ; but quite a new 
thing, just as the old Prussian Monarchy, 
which foundered in 1848, re-arose as a Con- 
stitutional State, title and outward forms 
being retained • . It is impossible for 
us to renounce Alsace and Lorraine, 
although the gain to us of the latter might 
be precarious. 

January 1, 1871. — The King 

Doubts . .-I J 1 • -n 

about the g^'^^*^ ^^ earnestly and kmdly, 
UnUtj of Qj^^ expresses the wish that I may 

Germany, 

one day be permitted to witness 
the fruit of peace which the present 
labours will bring forth. He could not 
really think that a lasting imification of 
Germany would be effected, for, unfor- 
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tuuately, only a few of the Princes acted 
and thought in the manner desired, and of 
which the Grand Duke of Baden gave so 
noble an example. 

„ I asked Delbruck how he would name 
the navy, the customs, the postal and tele^ 
graph departments. 

" Imperial." 

And the army ? 

'\ Well, that is a ticklish thing.'' 
. Whereupon I congratulated him on the 
artistically finished chaos. 



January 4.— First day of the 



^/^A•^o/ ijQUjljardment. What will the 

War. 

Berlin wiseacres say when after a 
fortnight everything remains as it is? 
. . . With my individual dislike for 
war, I am spared nothing in this gigantic 
struggle. My dislike for the bloody work 
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is, moreover, well known; indeed, they 
say of me, as I learn to my secret joy, 
that whenever it is consistent with strict 
fulfilment of duty, I allow as much for- 
bearance and mildness as possible to pre- 
vail 



January 8. — His 

The New jjajesty invites Bismarck and me 

Style. ^ \ 

to advise as to the insignia of 

Kaiser and Eeich I point out 

to the King that Schleinitz (Master of 
the Ceremonies) must be heard upon the 
subject. He replies that he sees in the 
Kaiser only a reconstruction of the pre- 
sidency of the Bund, and would most 
prefer to call himself " King of Prussia, 
elected Emperor of Germany ; " wherein 
I should detect a distinct insult both to 
the Princes and the people. 
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January 15. — Werder asks 

MoUke^s 

''Icy whether he would not do better to 
^* raise the siege of BeKort, because 
he thinks after all he can defend Alsace. 

Moltke read this out, and added, with 
icy and imperturbable calm, ^^Tour Ma- 
jesty will doubtless permit me to inform 
General von Werder that he has simply to 
remain where he is, and beat the enemy 
where he finds him." 

Moltke appears to me to be beyond all 
praise. Within one second he had settled 
the entire affair. His reply to Trochu about 
not firing on the ambulance men was that 
we would spare them so soon as we were 
near enough to distinguish them. 

January 1 7 . — Afternoon, with 

P^nu ^^ Ki^gj ^ sitting, composed of 

Bismarck, Schleinitz, and me, last- 
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ing three hours, in an over-heated room, 
about title, succession to the throne, &o. 
While discussing the title Bismarck con- 
fesses that previously, at the discussion on 
the Constitution, the Bavarian plenipo- 
tentiaries refused to allow the title 
" Emperor of Germany ; '^ and that finally, 
to please them, but without beforehand 
asking his Majesty, he agreed to the design- 
nation " German Emperor." 

This title displeased the King, as it did 
me, but in vain. Bismarck tried to prove 
that " Emperor of Germany -^ implied a 
territorial power which we did not at all 
wield over the empire, while " German 
Emperor *' was the natural sequel of the 
Imperator Romanus. We had to give in ; 
however, in ordinary parlance the '^ of 
Germany" is to be employed; the style 

of address is to be "Your Imperial and 
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Royal Majesty," never the mere ^^K. K.'^ 
(Kaiser and Kbnig) to be employed. 

Then a long debate about the relations 
of Emperor to Emperor, because His 
Majesty, contrary to the old Prussian 
traditions, places an Emperor higher than 
the King of Prussia. Both Ministers and I 
contradicted this theory by referring to the 
archive, according to which Frederick I., 
when recognising the Czar as an Emperor, 
distinctly declared that he — the Czar — 
would never have precedence of the King of 
Prussia. Frederick William I., at his 
meeting with the German Emperor insisted 
on entering the tent (which had two doors), 
at the same time with that monarch. 

Finally Bismarck pointed out that 
Frederick William IV. had introduced the 
principle of inferiority to the Archducal 
house by reason of the well-known 
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humility towards Austria, which was per- 
sonal and peculiar to him. 
. The King, however, explained that as 
Frederick William III. had ordered at his 
meeting with Alexander I. that the latter, 
as Emperor, should have precedence, for 
the present the will of his Eoyal father 
would be conclusive. 

Bismarck becomes Imperial Chancellor, 
although it is so disagreeable to him to 
bear the same title as Beust, that he 
exclaimed he was getting into bad com- 
pany in consequence. 

When I referred to the history of our 
house, how we had arisen from burg counts 
to electors, how Frederick I. had held but 
the shadow of a kingship, which had never- 
theless become so powerful that the Im- 
perial dignity had now fallen to us, he 
(the King) replied, " My son is devoted to 
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the new state of things with his whole 
soul, while I do not care a straw about it, 
and hold only to Prussia. • . I say that 
he and his successors will be called to make 
the Empire now established a reality." 

January 18. — My task and that 

Homage 

to the of my wife has now becomes doubly 
difficult. I hail it the more hope- 
fully as I shrink from no difficulties, and am 
conscious that I do not want for steady 
courage fearlessly and perseveringly to face 
the work that is awaiting me. Finally, as 
I am convinced it was not a vain dispensa- 
tion which repeatedly called upon me between 
the age of 30 and 40 to form the most 
important resolutions, and also to carry 
them out in the face of danger. The long- 
deferred hopes of our forefathers, the 
dreams of German poets, are fulfilled* 
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Freed from the slag of the Holy Roman 
Empire, there now emerges from a night 
of 60 years, * under the old name and 
insignia of ten centuries, an Empire re- 
formed in head and limbs. . . . 

After the proclamation of the Empire (in 
the Hall of Mirrors), I kneeled before the 
Kaiser and kissed his hand, whereupon he 
raised me up and embraced me in the 
deepest emotion. 

January 20. — When at dinner 

Fari% ash 

for an Called out, and find the Comte 
d'Hericourt, who has been sent by 
Trochu to beg for an armistice, or at least 
an interi'uption of hostilities for forty-eight 
hours. On my telling the Kaiser this he 
gazed at me fixedly for a moment, as we 
both instinctively felt that such a step 
must be the prelude to great things. 
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January 22. — ^To-day for the first 
Fiym of time " Kaiser and Konig " intro- 

Prayer, 

duced into prayers. But tte 
Kaiser has told his household that he 
will still remain for them their "Konig.'' 
As there will be no Imperial Ministers, for 
one of which I should have recommended 
Roggenbach, I should like to see him em- 
ployed in Alsace, where he knows all about 
things thoroughly, Non-Prussians ought to 
be sent there too, but the Kaiser will not 
listen to anything about it, 

January 23. — In the evening I 

Germans • /^ t_ • x» t i 1 

Only. receive a Cabmet's order about 
my title, but that is a secondary 
matter compared with its inner meaning. 
I feel myself to be only a German, 
knowing no difference between Bavarian, 
Badener, and all the other inhabitants 
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of our thirty - three minor Fatherlands. 
I will on no account interfere with their 
internal affairs or seek to deprive them of 
their peculiarities. 

Oh that all Germans would look upon 
me and my wife aa their own, and not aa 
North German intruders ! 



January 24. — Greatest excite- 
ment. At a conference in his 
Majesty's quarters, attended by Moltke, 
Eoon, and myself, Bismarck announces 
that Favre is prepared to conclude 
an armistice, surrender the forts, and 
lay down his weapons. He confesses that 
there is famine in Paris, .... is 
afraid to return, and at supper with Bis- 
marck displays the appetite of a wolf. 
Silence was enjoined upon us, but Bismarck, 
coming from the Emperor, whistled the 
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" Halali " — (in at the death) — and that was 
enough for Lehndorff. 

January 25, — Favre again here ; 
avTt still 3igiiiaj.(»]j- iqHq iig }^Q Q2Lts like three 

Hungry, 

persons, and is said to have taken 
some smoked goose away with him yesterday. 

January 27. This is William's 
^ro^^ thirteenth birthday (he is now on the 
German throne). May he grow up 
to be an able, honest, and thorough man, a 
true German prepared to continue without 
prejudice what has now been begun. Heaven 
be praised, between him and us there is a 
simple, natural, and hearty relationship, 
which we shall strive to preserve, so that he 
may thus always look upon us as his best 
and truest friends. It is really a painful 
reflection when one realises what hopes have 
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already been placed on the head of this 
child, and how great is our responsibility \o 
the nation for his education, which family 
considerations and questions with the Court 
life at Berlin and other things will tend to 
make so much more difficult. 

When the French foreposts at liie Bridge 
of Sfevres learned the object of Favre's jour- 
ney hither, officers and men at once began 
to dance a cancan with one another. 



Fehruary 2. — Bismarck says that 

Friend' of- during the last few days he has felt 

/*^' as if he is also in the service of 

France, as every Frenchman now comes to 

him for advice. 



A Kind February 8. — Bismarck finds 

Word for 

Jules Favre moderate and depressed, but 

.... . . • s r f 

^^'^^' SO incapable of business and phlegm 
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matic that the most pressing answers are 
often days in arriving, because he forgets 
half of them. ^ 



February 14. — Cardinal Bonne- 
iioxv& chose, Archbishop of Rouen, is with 
^''^^^ me ; he is open and highly cul- 
tured; after having carefully ascertained 
that his chaplain could not hear him in the 
next room, he brought the question of 
retribution forward and the position of the 
Pope. . . . Himself a convert, he 
judges Evangelicals mildly. 

February 16. — (Odo) Eussell 
Mmider ^cplores the pohcy which is being 
071 English pursued in England ; England could 

Policy, 

prevent war by speaking out- de- 
cidedly ; with her present policy she will 
sink to a Power of the second rank. It is 
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to be hoped, however, that as England's 
Crimean allies are abandoning her, she will 
seek an equivalent for them in Germany. 

February 17. — With Eulenburg, 

a ^ Polite 

Old Gen- Mischke, Winterfeld, and Hahnke 
timan,'' to Orleans; see Dupanloup there 
before his departure to the Constituante ; a 
polite old gentleman, but rather full of 
phrases. 

Fehriiary 22.: — Receive Thiers. 
HeaXiky He declares that France is yearning 
Bavker. £^^ peace, but the Parisians lay 

great weight upon no ^ entry being made 
into the capital. Excesses and demonstra- 
tions are then to be feared. As to the 
surrender of territory, that of Alsace was 
hard enough, but no Frenchman would con- 
sent to the surrender of Lorraine ; six 
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milliards an impossible sum. He lays the 
chief blame of the war on Napoleon III., 
expresses himself in sharp terms about 
Gambetta. 

Flattering words as to the reputation 
which I have won for myself in France. Ho 
spoke with little modulation, mostly with 
downcast eyes, resigned, with perfect tact, 
fluently, without mannerism or empty 
phrases. As I spoke he looked straight 
and scrutinisingly at me, with twinkling, 
clever eyes, through big, strong spectacles. 
He has the appearance of a healthy banker. 

February 25. — ^When I arrived to 
«p^ tn ^ansact business as usual, the 

the Dark, ^ 

Emperor asked me at once what I 
thought of the incredible result of yester- 
day's negotiations, which had lasted into the 
night. As I looked at him in utter astonish- 
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^ • 

ment, for, as usual, nobody had tiiought 
proper to inform me of anything, he refused 
at first to believe me, 

Thiers did not wish to obtain Luxembourg 
for us, as Bismarck requested, upon which 
the alternative of Metz or BeKort was 
offfered, Bismarck giving a casting vote for 
Metz. Thiers had talked a great deal, until 
Bismarck lost patience, and was not only 
heated, but addressed him (Thiers) in plain 
German.. Thiers complained of barbarous 
treatment; Bismarck, at the sending of an 
old man with whom it was difficult for him 
to use plain language. Thiers's ignorance 
of business has constantly placed him at 
disadvantage. 



February 26. — The Emperor 

Explains, . ^ . . • . ^^ 

whole day had been spent in nego- 
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tiations, peace was signed at five o'clock ; 
embraces me, Moltke, and Eoon. 

On expressing to Bismarck my sur- 
prise at his not having <5ommunieated 
with me he excuses himself, on the 
ground of the lateness of the homv and 
tiie complete : exl^austion of his subordi- 
nates. 



March 2.— I' drove - with the 
Farisafur f^^^^^ Buke in the totally extinct 

Bois de Boulogne; we lost our 
way, and found ourselves suddenly at the 
Arc de I'Etoile ; we decided to return to* 
Paris. Kbove across the €hamps jilys^^ 
full of soldiers and civilians, Tte t^iii^: 
were -in ino^i^mng, but' inquisitive; "Sid 
statfti^s'ti^d^^ith'fcrape, otherwise fevetythiii^ 
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March 3. — Bleichrbder on 
Bismarck Frenchmen's incapacity for busi- 

Angry, 

ness. Bismarck very severe to 
Bothschild, who addressed him first of all 
in French. Harry Amim, who has become 
a Count, says that the Vatican is a mad- 
house, and not the rallying point of all 
sagacity. 

March 7, — Ferriferes. Even the 
" ^^ , greatest imprudence can no longer 

Ideas,** 

undo what has been attained. I 
doubt whether the necessary uprightness at 
present exists for the free development of 
the Empire. Such experiences as I have 
collected during the past ten years cannot 
have been won in vain. In the nation 
united at last I shall find a strong support 
for my ideas ; more especially I shall be the 
first Prince who has to appear before his 
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people after having honourably declared for 
constitutional methods without any reserve. 

March 8. — Ferrieres : — Calm. I 
m^Uon\ ^alk about with Stosch. Eoths- 
child has accumulated objects of 
art without any system. 

Granville, Triquette, and Hyacinthe do 
justice in their letters to my character, 
apart from military matters in which the 
moment decides. As far as mortal earnest- 
ness and political conviction are concerned, 
they can only be the result of inward 
ripeness and inward struggles which have 
to be daily renewed and which one must 
' fight out aloliie. And when I see that my 
efforts for the oppressed are recognised iu 
Germaiiy and by her neighbours in such a 
way that coiifld<snce'is felt in my iuture, 
that makeg me happy. 
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Napoleon quietly seeking a rapprochement 
with us — moderation of the peace conditions 
on promise of a common war against 
England. 

March 12. — Homewards, after almost nine 
months of separation. 



PEINCE BISMARCK'S REJOINDER. 



" Friebkichsrxjh, Sept. 23, 1888. 

"In obedience to your Majesty's com- 
mands I have the honour to make the 
following report with reference to the 
alleged diary of the late Emperor as pub- 
lished in the Deutsche Rundschau: — 

" I consider the diary in its present form 
not to be genuine. It is true that his 
Majesty, the then Crown Prince, in 1870 
stood outside the sphere of political nego- 
tiations, and was therefore liable to be 
incompletely or inaccurately informed about 
many incidents. I did not possess the per- 
mission of the King to talk with his Eoyal 
Highness on esoteric questions of our policy. 
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His Majesty dreaded on the one hand, the 
indiscreet revelations which might thus be 
made to the English Court, full of French 
sympathies, and, on the other, was appre- 
hensive lest detriment might accrue to our 
relations with our German allies by reason 
of the far-reaching aims and the violence 
of the means wHch were recommended to 
his Eoyal Highness by political counsellors 
of doubtful ability. Thus the Crown Prince 
stood without the sphere of all business 
negotiations. 

" At the same time it is scarcely possible 
that, if the impressions he received had 
been recorded daily, so many mistakes of 
fact and especially of time could have crept 
into his diary. It seems rather as if the 
daily notes themselves, or at least later 
additions to them, had originated with 
someone in the entourage of the Crown 
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Prince. At the very beginniiig of the Diary 
it is said that on the 13th of July, 1870, I 
looked upon peace as secured, and therefore 
wanted to return to Varzin. As a matter 
of fact — which can be proved by docu- 
mentary evidence — his Eoyal Highness 
knew at the time that I regarded war as 
necessary, and was resolved to go to Varzin 
only after retiring ffom ojfice if war were 
avoided. His Eoyal Highness was at one 
with me about this, as appears from the 
alleged entry on the 15th of July, where it 
is said that the Crown Prince completely 
agreed with me that peace and concession 
were already impossible. 

" Nor is it right that His Majesty the 
King had not much objection to the mobili- 
zation. His Majesty continued to believe, 
as the Crown Prince knew, that he could 
still preserve peace and spare the nation 
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war. His Majesty was in Brandenbiirg, 
and during the whole of the railway journey 
from there to Berlin withstood my advocacy 
of mobilization. But after hearing M. 
Ollivier's speech, which was read to him 
at the Berlin station, and commanding it 
to be read to him a second time, he consi- 
dered it as tantamount to a French declara- 
tion of war, and without more ado the King, 
proprio motu, decided to mobilize. It was 
then that the Crown Prince, who had already 
the day before agreed with me as to the ne- 
cessity of a complete mobilization, put an 
end to further wavering by announcing the 
Eoyal decision to the public — i.e.y to the offi- 
cers present, with the words, ' Krieg, mobH.^ 
"Further, judging from conversations 
I then had with the Crown Prince, it is 
not possible for his Eoyal Highness to have 
foreseen after this war a pause in the era 
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of battles and bloodshed" (as recorded 
under date of the 1st of August), " seeing 
that his Eoyal Highness shared the general 
conviction, and expressed it too, that what- 
ever might be the issue of this war it would 
inaugurate a series of wars, and that a war- 
like century was inevitable. 

" Again, it is impossible that the Crown 
Prince could have said that he had some 
difficulty in persuading the King to confer 
the Iron Cross on non-Prussians also, seeing 
that when at Versailles, months afterwards, 
I was repeatedly commissioned by the King 
to beg the Crown Prince himself to proceed 
with the conferring of the Iron Cross on 
non-Prussians. I did not find the Crown 
Prince readily inclined to do so, and it 
required the repeated intervention of His 
Majesty to get the order attended to. 

" Especially remarkable in one's examina- 

■> •> *» ** 
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tion of the genuineness of the alleged diary is 
the chronological error implied in the state- 
ment that a lively discussion between the 
Crown Prince and me with reference to the 
future of Q-ermany and the relations of the 
Kaiser to his fellow-Sovereigns, took place 
no earlier than at Versailles. This con- 
versation between us was held at Don- 
ch^ry on the 3rd of September, and part 
of it even on previous occasions, several 
hours at a time, of which I only remember 
that we were on horseback, and therefore 
probably at Beaumont or Sedan. 

At Versailles there were no longer any 
discussions or differences of opinion be- 
tween his Eoyal Highness and me as to 
the future Constitution of Germany. I 
may, I think, rather assume that his Royal 
Highness had by this time convinced him- 
self that the line of the attainable marked 
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out by me was the correct one, for on the 
few occasions when the future of Germany 
and the Kaiser question came up for dis- 
cussion, in presence of both father and son, I 
enjoyed the agreement of His Eoyal High- 
ness in combating the scruples of his 
Majesty. The assertion of the diary that 
his Eoyal Highness could have thought 
of employing force against our allies, 
and of thus breaking^ the treaties which 
had been faithfully kept by them, and 
sealed with their very blood, is a calumnia- 
tion of the deceased Prince. Such ideas, 
which are equally contemptible from the 
standpoint of honourable feeling and from 
that of policy, may have found advocates 
among the entourage of the Crown Prince, 
but they were too dishonourable to find an 
echo in his heart, and too clumsy to appeal 
to his political sense. 
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" And just as little consonant with the 
facts is what is said in the diary with refer- 
ence to my attitude to the Kaiser question 
in 1866, or to those of Infallibility, an Upper 
House, and Imperial Ministries. The 
Crown Prince never entertained the idea 
that Empire (Kaiserthum) would have been 
possible or profitable in 1866, knowing that 
a North German Kaiser might have passed 
for an Emperor, but would never have been 
a historic representative and instrument of 
the national regeneration of Germany. 
Similarly, the Upper House idea was dis- 
posed of by us at Donch^ry on the 3rd of 
September, the Crown Prince being con- 
vinced that the German Kings and Sove- 
reigns would never be got to lend themselves 
to anything like the Prussian House of 
Lords (Herrenhaus). 

" As for Infallibility, that is a question to 
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whicli I was always indifferent. I regarded 
it as a false move on the part of the then 
Pope, and begged his Eoyal Highness to let 
this question alone, during the war at least. 
But an impression that I meant to take it up 
after the war can never have been gathered 
by his Eoyal Highness and entered in a 
diary that was written up daily. 

" In one place " (under date September 1) 
^^it is stated that His Majesty the King 
dictated to Count Hartzf eldt the draft of his 
reply to the letter of Napoleon. The Crown 
Prince was standing by when the King 
ordered me to draft the answer, and this 
rough draft was read out to the King for 
His Majesty's approval. Here, therefore, 
also, it is not Qredible that such a mistake 
could have occurred if the entries in the 
diary had been made daily. 
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" In view of all this, I hold the diary, in 
the form in which it is published in the 
Bundscliau^ to be spurious. If it were 
genuine, it would, in my opinion, come 
under article 92 of the Penal Code, which 
runs thus : — 

" ' Whoever wilfully makes public State 
secrets, or intelligence whereof the secret 
keeping is essential to the welfare of the 
Q-erman Empire,' &c. 

"If there were any State secrets at all, 
they would primarily include the fact, if fact 
it was, that when the German Empire was 
in course of re-establishment, Kaiser Fred- 
erick advocated the idea of breakihg faith 
and treaties with the South German States, 
and using force with them, A number of 
other passages, such as those recording the 
opinion of his Eoyal Highness the Crown 
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Prince as to their Majesties the Kings of 
Bavaria and Wiirtemberg, and referring to 
the alleged intentions of the Prussian 
Government in the matter of Papal Infalli- 
bility, such passages, if true, would most 
unquestionably fall within the category of 
State secrets and intelligence of which the 
publication would imperil the existence and 
future of the German Empire, which to a 
great extent depends upon the unity of its 
Sovereigns ; and, therefore, within the scope 
of Article 92 of the Penal Code. 

'^ If the publication is held to be genuine 
Article 92, sec. 1, applies to it. But if, as 
I assume it to be, the publication is a forgery, 
it will primarily, perhaps, come under 
Article 92, sec. 2. And if there are any 
legal doubts as to its applicability, then, 
apart from Article 189 referring to libellous 
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assaults on the memory of deceased persons, 
I think there are other clauses which may 
form the basis of a judicial investigation 
whereby, at least, light may be thrown on 
the origin and aims of this publication, which 
forms a calumniation of the deceased 
Emperors Frederick and William, That 
this should be done is in the interest of your 
Majesty's two predecessors, whose memory 
forms a valuable possession of the people and 
of the dynasty that should be preserved from 
the disfiguring tendencies with which this 
anonymous publication, accomplished in the 
interest of revolution and domestic discord, 
is primarily directed against the Emperor 
Frederick. 

^* In this sense I respectfully pray your 
Majesty graciously to empower me to con- 
vey to the Minister of Justice your Majesty's 
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commands to direct the Public Prosecutor 

to take criminal action against the Deutsche 

Rundschau and the authors of the publication 

complained of. 

" Von Bismaeck. 

^' To His Majesty the Emperor-King." 
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